Docket No.: M4065.0275/P275-A 

(PATENT) 

IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE ^"jWw^ ^ 



In re Patent Application of: 
Richard D. Holscher, et al. 

Application No.: To Be Assigned 
Divisional of Serial No. 09/586,952 

Filed: November 28, 2001 

For: AUTOMATED COMBI DEPOSITION 
APPARATUS AND METHOD 



/ /U&h 



Group Art Unit: To Be Assigned 



Examiner: To Be Assigned 



FIRST PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 



Prior to examination on the merits, please amend the above-identified U.S. 
patent application as follows: 



1372700 



Application No. 09/5^^5; 



Dockd^P>. M4065.0275/P275-A 



Add text before "FIELD OF THE INVENTION" on pag e 1 : 



This application is a divisional of application Serial No. 09/586,952, filed on 
June 5, 2000, which is hereby incorporated in its entirety by reference. 



/ 

Cancel claims 10-15. 



Application No. 09/5^^5; 



# 



Dock^^P>. M4065.0275/P275-A 



REMARKS 



This is a divisional application of U.S. application Ser. No. 09/586,952 (the 
'952 application"), filed on June 5, 2000. 



No new matter has been added to the specification. Claims 10-15, which 



are 



being prosecuted in the '952 application, are canceled herein. The application 



now 



contains claims 1-9. 



Each of the presently pending claims in this application is believed to be in 
immediate condition for allowance. Accordingly, the Examiner is respectfiilly requested to 
pass this application to issue. 



Dated: November 28, 2001 



Respectfully submitted, 




Thomas J. D'Amico 

Registration No.: 28,371 

DICKSTEIN SHAPIRO MORIN & 
OSHINSKY LLP 

2101 L Street NW 

Washington, DC 20037-1526 

(202) 828-2232 

Attorneys for Applicant 



